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The Whole Child to celebrate the grand opening of its Safe Families Interim Housing and
Support Services Center for children and families on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025 at
11AM in the City of Santa Fe Springs.

The first-of-its-kind facility will provide safe shelter to families experiencing homelessness as
well as a robust array of trauma-informed services including mental health, housing
navigation, parent and nutrition education.

This project received funding from multiple levels of government including the City of Santa
Fe Springs, Los Angeles County (Supervisor Janice Hahn), the State of California (Homekey2,
Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program), and the Federal Government
(Congresswoman Linda Sanchez), the Bezos Day One Fund, and many others.

SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA — The Whole Child, a regional leader in supporting children and families experiencing
homelessness on their journey towards permanent housing and emotional healing, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn, and the City of Santa Fe Springs are proud to announce the opening of Safe Families, a
new Interim Housing and Support Services Center that will serve hundreds of children and families annually in
Southeast Los Angeles County.

The completed center is the first phase of the innovative "Homeless to Homeowner Campus,” conceived by The
Whole Child, which will provide a comprehensive continuum care: bringing families in crisis under one roof for
holistic services and interim housing, then providing permanent supportive housing in apartment units next door,
and ultimately allowing an opportunity to purchase a townhome unit across the street.

Benefitting from land donated by the City of Santa Fe Springs valued at over $1.4 million, as well as over $20
million in funding from Supervisor Hahn, the State of California, the City of Santa Fe Springs, Congresswoman
Linda Sanchez, and the Bezos Day One Fund, among many others, the facility is also a trauma-informed mental
health hub, focused on treating the effects of homelessness on children, teens, and parents; as well as providing
parent enrichment and nutrition education services, bringing all core programs of The Whole Child together in
one central location.
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The center will house up to 40 families at a time as they transition from homelessness to permanent supportive
housing on the same campus or at appropriate units in the region. The first floor of the building contains amenities
for residents and hundreds of The Whole Child’s clients such as a computer lab, laundry services, a food pantry,
treatment rooms for mental health services, spaces for parenting and nutrition workshops, and a spacious
playground and courtyard for children and families to enjoy. Living units in the center include full kitchens,
furnishings, appliances, housewares, televisions, and more. The center will also provide a robust array of services
to the community at large.

“February 1 will represent the culmination of over six years of planning, fundraising, commitment, and
excitement,” said Constanza Pachon, CEO of The Whole Child. "To finally open this facility is such an incredible
achievement and a testament to the hard work of our Board, leadership team, facilities, team, funders, and
partners. We are grateful for all of their efforts to bring this transformative center to life and we cannot wait to see
the enormous impact it will have on children and families in this community."”

“As we continue to address the homelessness crisis, we have to try new strategies and this Homeless to
Homeowner Campus we are bringing to Santa Fe Springs is innovative,” said Supervisor Janice Hahn, who
secured $7.3 million for the project. “This first phase is perhaps the most important part. This will be interim
shelter for families in crisis with wrap around services to provide stability and support to parents and kids in what
might be the worst chapter of their lives. | applaud the Whole Child for their commitment to supporting families
and setting them up for better futures and I hope this can be a model for us going forward.”

“On behalf of City of Santa Fe Springs, I want to sincerely thank The Whole Child for bringing the transformative
Homeless to Homeowner Campus to our community. This innovative facility represents hope, stability, and
opportunity for families experiencing homelessness. By providing a comprehensive range of services, from
shelter to mental health support and housing navigation, The Whole Child is not just addressing homelessness but
offering a pathway to lasting change. We are proud to partner with such a visionary organization to create a
brighter future for our residents. Thank you for your dedication to making a meaningful difference in our city,”
said Mayor Bill Rounds.

The Whole Child’s development team for this campus includes experienced housing developers The Richman
Group; award-winning architectural firm SVA Architects; and general contractor, Dreyfuss Construction.

The land this site is built upon has been stewarded and cultivated by the Gabrielino Tongva People for thousands
of years—The Whole Child, the City of Santa Fe Springs, and all funders are grateful for their partnership in this
project.

The Whole Child empowers families towards healing, health, and homes. Learn more at
www. TheWholeChild.org.
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